Gould Piano Trio – review
St George's, Bristol
Rian Evans
Thursday 24 May 2012
The Gould Piano Trio's Beethoven series, celebrating their 20th anniversary year, reached its culmination
with this concert of the composer's first and last works in the medium. The great arc from his Op 1 No 1 in
E flat, to Op 97 in B flat, dedicated to Archduke Rudolph, actually spans less than 20 years. Prefaced by a
single, even earlier, E flat movement with its own charm, the concert charted perfectly Beethoven's
transition from the young lion and brilliant pupil of Haydn, to mature master. More remarkably still, the
trauma of Beethoven's transition into deafness is sublimated in the very last Trio.
Part of the wonder in the Goulds' profoundly musical performance was the fluctuating balance they found
between the natural intimacy of the trio and the massive scale of Beethoven's approach to structural form.
The players' shared understanding found them moving easily between subtle understatement and
emphatically resonant delivery of the composer's most dramatic articulations.
After pointing up the incipient genius in the first Trio, whose spirited finale so boldy flags the way forward,
the last Trio, the "Archduke", was an even more masterly interpretation. The first movement was treated as
an elegant Schubertian expanse, while the dark, shadowy aura of the Scherzo's chromatic trio, and the
surging crescendo into its outburst of rich chords, were made to sound utterly logical.
Cantabile playing – beautiful singing tone – is fundamental to the Goulds' style, and this was most
apparent in the slow movement, its variations unfolding gently and majestically. Hats off to
violinist Lucy Gould, cellist Alice Neary and pianist Benjamin Frith, but the honour was threefold.
This was compelling playing, with every note voiced to carry its true functional and emotional
weight, as the live recording will surely confirm.
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GOULD PIANO TRIO
The Sage, Gateshead
Reviewed in The Northern Echo, 27 January 2005
THE Gould Piano Trio initiated the Music in the Round series in the intimate surroundings of The Sage Gateshead's
Hall Two with an electrifying evening of contrasting works spanning three centuries.
The concert began with a poised opening to Mozart's Trio in C. There was a sense the trio were finding each other at
first (possibly overawed by the sheer immediacy of the pin-sharp acoustics), but it didn't take long for that indefinable
something to kick in.
Gelling with a fluency that did full justice to the work, they goaded each other on. The andante oozed pathos, with
pianist Benjamin Frith completely immersed in the moment; his eyes clenched shut, brows knitted and with a pained
expression written all over his face as he swayed from side to side. The allegro was sharply articulated.
Next up was James Macmillan's Fourteen Little Pictures, representing the Stations of the Cross. Stitched together to
form a sweeping canvas, the composition conveys a gamut of emotions as it veers wildly from raging violence to
sublime calm.
Frith's ferocious attacks on the piano vividly simulated a throbbing rumbling thunderstorm, while cellist Alice Neary and
violinist Lucy Gould were perfectly matched with their brilliantly intertwined melodies.
The recital concluded on an inexorable thumping note, with the last strike sustained for what seemed an eternity.
The second half of the evening was devoted to Tchaikovsky's awe-inspiring piano trio, which grew organically with its
shifting moods and colours gloriously painted in. A veritable musical feast.
Gavin Engelbrecht
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CLASSICAL MUSIC REVIEW

Honest emotion meets artistic insight
The Gould Piano Trio brings passion and nuance to works
by Smetana and others.
By Chris Pasles
Times Staff Writer
March 7, 2003
With a deeply felt performance of Smetana's Piano Trio in G minor, the Gould Piano Trio closed a
wonderful three-part program Wednesday in the Bing Theater at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.
Smetana composed the work upon the death of his 4-year-old daughter, Bedriska, from scarlet fever. It will
not tolerate a moment of insincerity or exaggeration from the players. Violinist Lucy Gould, cellist Alice
Neary and pianist Benjamin Frith met its emotional demands with the highest commitment and deepest
artistic insight, seamlessly moving through its shifting, conflicting states of feeling while revealing their
complexities and nuances.
To single out just one example: There's a moment in the first movement when a noble cello theme mounts
into an impassioned, then almost hysterical ensemble climax. Shortly after, the movement breaks down and
stops, only to start over again from the beginning, with a repeat of the violin's keening motive. The cycle of
grief is endless. All this was detailed with the most natural sense of inevitability by the Gould musicians.
Similarly, they revealed the exposed, vulnerable heart of Brahms in the vernal simplicity of the third
movement of his Piano Trio No. 3 in C minor.
Everywhere, they played with unanimity of impulse and aesthetic. In Beethoven's Piano Trio in E-flat, Opus
1, No. 1, which opened the program, they added impishness and urbane playfulness.
Their range and variety made for a joyful evening.
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Presenter Reports
November 2005

GOULD PIANO TRIO
Hunstein Artist Services (02B)
The Frick Collection (New York, NY)/Same
(175 seats): Apr. 3, 05 (1 perf/174 attend)
Joyce Bodig, Concert Coordinator (212/5476875)
C: 4
M:4
T:4 Out:- Att:4 Aud:Con:4
Comments: Nicely balanced ensemble.
Communicated music well to audience. They
Provided a very satisfying musical experience.
Was this presentation meant to challenge
your audience: Somewhat
Were you satisfied with the attendance: Very
Much
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